
July 29, 2009 
Symbols of Confinement 
 
Long time ago, waaay back, we talked about how symbolism is all around us. 
How dreams are just representing those daily life, spiritual, past and future that is 
all around us, in symbols. Our life, our community, our nation all essentially, a 
collection of symbols.  
 
In that collection, we too, become symbols of one sort or another.  
 
I see Richard LaFuente, falsely arrested, wrongly convicted, serving time in a 
prison where someone else runs every aspect of his life. When to wake up, when 
to go to meals, whether or not he has a job, privileges, and lights out. Day after 
day.  
 
He was convicted by the same boilerplate tactics that had convicted Leonard 
Peltier. Same investigators on the FBI side, same USAG team, same biased 
judge. Same racist presentation.  
 
Everyone knows Leonard is an innocent man. When the FBI has to falsify 
evidence, force witnesses to lie, you know they don't have a case. Never did. 
Worse, they probably know who committed the murders that the innocent are 
framed for, and they don't care that the real murderers, their friends, are walking 
around free all this time. 
 
They take all that rage of Dudley DoRights being murdered, and then frame up 
the Indians, get an all white jury that never had personal experience with FBI and 
had no idea of how they lie, abuse Indians and how corrupt they are. That is why 
they needed the all white juries, kids. 
 
The racism of the jurors was simple. Who knows if they personally hated Indians. 
Chances are, they never heard anything good about any of them.  Our social 
system denied, ignored every accomplishment and heroic deed ever done by 
Indians, so finding a bias against Indians was easy.  
 
A bias made even easier in favor of the FBI who present themselves as heroes. 
As squeaky clean as Dudley Do Right. The scandals of FBI spies, corruption and 
as accessories to murders, were never headlined, never even looked into back in 
the day.   
 
Cop shows were all about heroic cops, heroic government agents. So, it was 
easy to point at someone with different skin, hair, and who lived in a place none 
of the jurors had ever seen, much less experienced, to stand on the side of 
Heroic FBI and say "Guilty".  
 
It worked on Leonard and it worked on everyone taken to trial for Eddie's murder. 
It also worked, with the same people and the same tactics, on Gordon Kahl, who 
lived in the area and was considered a 'Tax Resister". (Truth about Gordon Kahl 
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was that he had opinions about taxes, but he never owed taxes. Yet, they raided 
his place, assaulted him, shot him in front of his kids, when he was not armed, 
not resisting.  
 
They picked on Kahl because he was a symbol of a simple man of modest 
means, struggling to raise his family and who questioned the tax laws as they 
were being applied. He never broke a law. But, he could easily become a symbol.  
 
They shot Kahl to prove to themselves that they could get away with it. He was a 
nobody on the national scene. I think they did it to practice killing, and getting 
away with it.  
 
John Trudell's family was threatened by FBI when he was taken into jail. That 
night, his pregnant wife and their children, burned alive in their cabin. FBI tries to 
say it was the stove. Very quick to cover up their own crimes. Arson Investigators 
not working to cover up FBI crimes, said their version could never happen. It was 
murder.  
 
FBI does not want to investigate itself. It can't. No other government agency is 
willing to investigate them. That is why the spies in their ranks, get away with it 
for decades.  
 
They don't want anyone to look, ever, at their crimes. So, government carries on 
"Looking Forward" while the living wreckage of crimes past haunt the prison cells 
where the innocent serve time and the guilty rise to wealth and influence.  
 
Last time Leonard Peltier was up for Parole, the FBI threatened the Clinton 
administration. They must be very afraid of having an innocent man out where he 
can speak and people can start to become aware and maybe ask questions. 
Questions that will lead to the real murderers, a truer history. Questions that will 
uncover criminals in high places wearing fine suits, and going to church on 
Sunday.  
 
Maybe it is better for the nation as a whole, to just ignore the victims of 
corruption, and to not bother to look at who the real murderers are. They might 
turn out to be people they know or work with or are fond of.  Maybe we should 
just ignore the Truth and pretend we are people of decency. Leave this whole 
sordid mess locked up, away from prying eyes.   
 
Let's pretend only the guilty are arrested, convicted. Let's pretend the FBI never 
had a string of scandals. If we think about that, we might wonder what they are 
doing now, and who is getting away with what. 
 
Let's keep the symbols locked up and hope that people think it is hopeless and 
give up either trying to free the innocent or pursue the guilty.  Let's lock those 
symbols away, and never look back and never learn what really happened. 
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Indians are a convenient target, tax protesters (even if they don't owe a dime), 
can be shot on the spot and the evidence turned against him, the guilty gets 
away with it.  
 
We can continue to let Richard rot, Leonard rot, and never question why an 
unarmed man would be shot as he sat next to his young son. We really don't 
want to know about the crimes committed in Indian Country.  We don't want to 
know about the murders, rapes and abuses. We don't want to know about 
government being complicit. 
 
Truth is, we don't want to know what our government is doing to all of us. We 
don't want to know. The symbols pop up, from time to time, like a bad dream, 
telling us something ugly, something big, is trying to kill us.  
 
We don't want to do the hard work of learning to come together to save 
ourselves. We could, each of us, bring what we have of the truth, and put the 
pieces together. We could do that, and get the bigger picture. Maybe even 
eventually, the whole picture.  
 
But we are afraid that we won't like what we see. That when we realize what was 
done to Indians was done to all of us. We would be so sickened by what we 
learned, we might never automatically trust the government side of any story, 
ever again.  We might demand the truth. We might question their flimsy stories 
until they fell apart like sculptures made of ashes.  
 
We might, if we weren't afraid of losing our false symbols, realize how much alike 
we all are, and come together to right the wrongs and throw the corruption of the 
past into the hard light of truth.  We could do that, if we choose to. We might want 
to choose that option. We might have to if we want to save ourselves and our 
nation.  
 
The more we protect criminal behaviors, the more we protect criminals and the 
more powerful they become. The more powerful they become, the more they take 
from us.  
 
We know one thing about symbols: They don't go away. If we keep the innocent 
locked up to protect the guilty, the guilty grow more powerful and we lose more of 
our freedoms and our security every day. Perhaps, if we start demanding the 
innocent be freed, it will, symbolically, free us all. 
 
The FBI will have to open itself up to scrutiny. There are good people in the FBI 
and maybe they can rise to the top once the corrupt are removed.  
 
Some people want to look at the pretend nation. They don't want to look at anything 
else. Patriotism to them is a flag pin on the lapel, and bumper sticker slogans strung 
together to make a speech that makes no sense.  There are a lot of fearful people 
out there. They are easily stampeded into wherever the fear mongers want them to 
fly in their rage mobiles.  
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Racism is making a comeback. It is shouted from the networks as if it made 
sense or was true, or right or acceptable. We are, just as we are coming 
together, learning more about each other and how much alike we are, being 
pummeled by insane rhetoric delivered by wild-eyed ignorami (plural 
of"ignoramus"). 
 
We can go down that road and divide ourselves up more and more, as we are 
conquered more and more... or we can take a symbol of what went wrong, and 
together, fight to make it right.  
 
Leonard Peltier is a symbol. We can, all of us, demand not only that he be freed, 
but that there be an investigation into the the whole investigation and trial. He's 
just one man. But he is the key to all that ails this nation today. He is the key that 
if we unlock him, will force the government to do our bidding and tell us the truth. 
("You want the Truth? You can't Handle the TRUTH!" --Jack Nicholson's 
character, A FEW GOOD MEN). 
 
I think we can. I think we can stop tearing ourselves down, and start raising 
ourselves up. If the FBI threatens our security because they don't want us to look 
at their crimes and dirty laundry, fire 'em. We have enough unemployed, decent 
people, who can take their place in a heart beat.  
 
Having a secretive government agency extort our silence is a sign that they have 
something to hide. So, who runs this nation? Corrupt government agencies? Or 
us? Better question: Whom do we want running our nation: Corrupt government 
Agencies? Or decent, qualified people?  
 
What is happening in Indian Country–— the dysfunction, the corruption, the theft 
of resources, the rapes, murders-- is happening to all of us. Indian Country is 
symbolic of the greater nation, US.  
 
We can start to make a stand. We can make a stand in a place they don't expect 
us to come together.  We can if we decide now, to put aside our ignorance and 
assumptions and just take a look for ourselves at who we are, who they are, what 
we can be. We can take this stand, all of us, in Indian Country. We can demand 
that the government, regardless of their lies and their influence over the Parole 
Board, free an innocent man, and let him go home.  
 
It's such a quite thing. But freeing one innocent man can open he doors to freeing 
us all.  
 
Look around. Isn't it time we were all freed from the lies and the racism and the 
manipulation? Isn't it time we all went home? Or shall we handcuff our children to 
a future we refused to change.  
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Throw away the key, our chance at redemption for our democracy, our nation. Or 
start turning it to open the locks that have confined us all in the shadows of 
prisons, walls made of lies, fear being fed to us with every meal (News).   
 
Do we want to be free? Or are we already dead?  
 
I know we don't want to look at how bad it is, but we have to. Or it will get worse.  
 
We have to prove that we will not believe their lies. We have to demand freedom 
for one man, and symbolically begin the journey that will free us all. 
 
Leonard Peltier's Parole hearing was Monday. They say they will give their 
judgment within 21 days.  They know he is innocent. They are just afraid to say it. 
Say it for them. Say it for yourself.  
 
If the Good People of Spirit Lake Nation can begin the long hard process of 
waking up and standing up, who are we, the rest of this Good Nation, to be afraid 
to know the truth and do something about it that will make a brighter future for our 
children, and the children yet to come?   
 
Are the Good People of Spirit Lake Nation better, stronger or smarter than the 
rest of us? Or, are they in so many ways, just like us.  Their rise is symbolic. 
Their rise has just begun. Can we be that far behind? 
 
Leonard Peltier can either remain a symbol of our confinement, or a symbol of 
our rising from the ashes of corruption.  It didn't start with him, and it won't end 
with him. It continues until we make it stop.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


